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examination of deposit copies. In making appropriations for the ensu-
ing fiscal year, an Act of 1897 provided for a new officer, the Register
of Copyrights, who as head of the Copyright Department was charged
with the performance of all duties relating to copyrights, under the
direction and supervision of the Librarian of Congress. In 1900 the
official designation was definitively changed to 'Copyright Office/ and
in the general revision of the copyright law that took place in 1909,
the Office acquired an even more distinct individuality, and the duties
and powers of the Register were more specifically defined and con-
siderably increased.

The Register of Copyrights serves as the legal, technical, and ad-
ministrative head of the Copyright Office, which consists of 9 sections
and a normal personnel of 155. He is responsible for the development
of rules and regulations for the registration of copyrights and the
interpretation and application of the provisions of the Copyright Act.
He confers with authors, publishers, and attorneys on questions of
foreign and domestic copyright. He is assisted in the administrative
direction and supervision of the Office by the Assistant Register, who
is responsible also for compiling and editing the series of bulletins
entitled Decisions of the United States Courts Involving Copyrights.
Dissenting opinions of the Revisory Board are referred to him for final
decision.

In the absence of the Register and Assistant Register, the Executive
Assistant acts as administrative head of the Office in all matters except
those involving technical questions. He supervises the flow of copy-
right business through the Office and is liaison officer between the
Copyright Office and other departments of the Government.

Every piece of incoming mail to the Copyright Office is counted,
stamped, and checked for enclosures. If it is accompanied by a fee,
the check or money order is carefully examined and. assigned a receipt
number. Except in a few cases, an index card is made for every piece
of mail received. This preliminary work on incoming mail is done by
the Mails, Files, and Search Section, which is made up of a Chief, an
Assistant Chief, and five units with a total personnel of 37 employees,
From here the mail is allocated to its proper department for further
handling.

Correspondence relating to renewal copyright and applications for
renewal are segregated, indexed, and sent immediately to the Renewal
Examiner, who works under the supervision of the Senior Attorney,